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REIMBURSEMENT OF MEMBERS’ EXPENSES SCHEME – 
EXCEPTIONAL EXPENSES APPLICATION 
 
Executive Summary 
 
1. This paper invites the SPCB to consider an application for additional 
funds under 7.2.1 of the Members’ Expenses Scheme.  Contact: Jackie 
Giulianotti, ext 86609. 
 
2. The cost involved totals £9536.45 in the current financial year and 
£7673.20 in the financial year 2010/2011 subject to a reduction equivalent to 
the increase, if any, in the Office Cost Provision for 2010/11.  These additional 
funds are required to enable the SNP Glasgow Regional Member to meet 
their contractual rent and utilities commitments and provide a 10% flexibility to 
meet office contingencies. 
   
Issues and Options 
 
3. Under 7.2.1 of the Expenses Scheme a Member may apply to the 
SPCB for the reimbursement of exceptional expenses that the Member may 
incur in connection with the performance of parliamentary duties. We have 
received an application from the SNP Glasgow Regional Members for 
additional funds to enable them to meet the rental and running cost of their 
regional office.  Annex A Refers.  The office in question is rented from the 
Glasgow Regional Association of the Scottish National Party and was 
established as a regional office in September 2007 with the lease due to 
expire in September 2011.  We are in receipt of an independent valuation that 
confirms the level of rent being raised is a fair market rent.  There is no earlier 
termination clause contained in the lease.  
 
4. Under the previous expenses scheme the Members were able to meet 
their rental commitments but due to the separate provision now made for 
office costs the Members have advised that they have insufficient funds to 
meet their contractual obligations.  They are therefore making an application 
to have additional funds to meet the shortfall in their Office Cost Provision. 
 
5. The annual rental charge for their office, which includes utility, service 
charges, business and water rates, insurance, dilapidation and fire 
extinguisher costs, is £7453 per annum per Member.  The Members’ current 
individual OCP provision is £6280 per annum.   
 
6. The shortfall is £1173 per Member and they have made an application 
for funds to meet this shortfall together with and additional 10% of the rental 
charge (£745.30 per Member) to meet office contingency costs.   The 
additional cost per member being applied for is £1918.30. 
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7.  Anne McLaughlin is also making a separate and an additional 
application for further funds of £1863.25, for the current financial year only.  
Annex B Refers. Due to the timing of Ms McLaughlin becoming an MSP and 
the Office Cost provision available to her at that time she was not in a position 
to meet her contractual obligation in relation to her office rent for the period 
March to May 2009.  The invoice for these costs was submitted for payment 
to be made from the Office Cost Provision for the current financial year which 
has resulted in Ms McLaughlin requiring to meet 5 quarterly rent payments in 
the current year.  As a result Ms McLaughlin has a shortfall in her OCP in the 
financial year 2009/10 of £3036.25. 
  
8. Additional funds of £9536.45 are therefore being sought in the current 
financial year with a sum of £7,673.20 being applied for in the financial year 
2010/11  subject to a reduction equivalent to the increase, if any, in the Office 
Cost Provision for 2010/11. 
 
  
Resource Implications 
 
9. There are sufficient funds in the overall expenses budget to meet the 
costs indicated. 
 
Publication Scheme 
 
10. This paper can be published. 
 
Decision 
 
11. The SPCB is invited to consider:- 
 

• whether to agree the application; 
• if appropriate the level of additional funds to be made available. 

 
 
 
 
Allowances Office  
20 January 2010  
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